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Memorandum of Understanding (Mol)

between Universita luav di Venezia

and The Directorate-General of Antiquities
and Museums in the Syrian Arab Republic

dupall 4 ggandl o wdalially U daladl 4y sirally
3«:: ) 3 g}

Universita luav di Venezia, hereinafter "luay", tax
code 80009280274 VAT 00708670278,
represented by the rector pro tempore prof. Bernno
Albrecht, domiciled for the office at the Universita
luav di Venezia — Santa Croce, 191-30135 Venice,
legitimized for the signing of this act
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And The Directorate-General of Antiquities and
Museums in the Syrian Arab Republic,
hereinafter "DGAM" - represented by Dr. Masauod
Badawi, Director-General of Antiquities and
Museums, domiciied for the office at, legitimized for
the signing of this act.
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Both luav and DGAM shall also be collectively
referred {o as "Parties” or individually as "Party".
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WHEREAS

i

e |uav that, pursuant to article 3, paragraph 2 of
the Statute, in the exercise of its functional
autonomy, can promote, organize and manage
in collaboration with other public and private
actors operating at local, national,
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actors operating at local, national,

supranational and international, activities of
common interest in fields related to its
Institutional purposes:
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luav, whose activity is institutionally devoted to
teaching, training and research on the
disciplines of Architecture, Urban Planning,
Physical Planning, Restoration, Arts, Theatre
and Design, is a qualified research and training
centre with specific expertise in the field of
archaeological heritage protection, cultural
heritage conservation, restoration, and
museum studies, also with regard to the
network of relationships with numerous ltalian
and international specialised organizations,
with whom Iluav maintains collaborative
relationships in research, teaching, internships
and other activities related to the primary
functions of the University;
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The Directorate-General of Antiquities and
Museums in the Syrian Arab Republic is the
institution whose purpose is and deals with
managing, protecting, studying,
documenting, restoring, safeguarding, and
preserving Syria's archaeological heritage;
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DGAM intends to acquire, develop and apply
research methodologies In the field of
archaeological studies, cultural heritage
conservation, restoration, and museum
management in order to deepen:
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e DGAM and luav, recognizing the value of
International cooperation, seek to expand
scholarly ties, facilitate academic cooperation,
and promote mutual understanding between
luav and DGAM, and intend to cooperate in all
fields and disciplines of common interest and
have scientific expertise in the field of
archaeological heritage protection, cultural
heritage preservation, and restoration
studies;

IT IS HEREBY AGREED AS FOLLOWS:
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Article 1 - Purpose
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Through this Memorandum of Understanding
("MOU"), both luav and DGAM agree to explore an
academic and scientific collaboration between luav
and DGAM based on the principles of mutual
equality and the reciprocity of benefits. This MOU
estaplishes guidelines for possible collaboration
between the parties, but is not intended to create
any specific commitment or obligation of either
party to the other. luav and DGAM recognize the
interest to activate forms of cooperation in order to
develop and promote research on topics
concerning archaeological heritage protection,
cultural heritage conservation, restoration, and
the safeguarding of Syrian cultural heritage.
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Article 2 — Forms of Collaboration
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The parties agree to develop collaborative
activities across three main areas of mutual
interest, encompassing research, capacity
building, and educational initiatives.

In the field of research, the collaboration will focus
on facilitating the mutual exchange of academics
for visiting periods, including PhDs, Post Docs and
researchers, while promoting co-curated special
issues in international journals addressing
archaeological studies, cultural heritage
conservation, and restoration techniques. The
partnership will also involve sharing methodologies
and resources for empirical research through
access to laboratories and infrastructures, with
particular attention to facilitating the assessment
and restoration of Syrian cultural heritage sites.

Regarding capacity building and infrastructure

development, both institutions will work together

to:

e Equip a modern library for DGAM

¢ Rehabilitate the garden of the National
Museum of Damascus

e Implement capacity-building programs for
DGAM staff, including field training, academic
research preparation, provision of expertise,
engineering courses, workshops, fellowships,
and training grants

e Collaborate in providing conservation tools,
equipment, and materials

» Collaborate in rehabilitating museums under
DGAM responsibility

e Collaborate in the restoration of archaeological
artifacts, especially mosaics

e Collaborate in the restoration of historical
buildings, such as the Palmyra and Jableh
amphitheaters

The educational and scientific dimension of the
collaboration will encompass:

s Cooperation in master's and Ph.D. programs
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¢ Exchange workshops and learning activities for
bachelor and master students conducted on-
site at both institutions

e Collaboration in organizing international
conferences on archaeology at DGAM
institution

e Collaboration in organizing archaeological
exhibitions

e Exchange of scientific research and
participation in the peer review of academic
studies

o Collaboration in
awareness publishing
Collaboration in the field of intangible heritage

e Collaboration in assessing damages to DGAM
cultural heritage

scientific and  public

These collaborative objectives may be pursued
through various forms of academic cooperation,
including joint research projects, organization of
lectures, symposia, international meetings,
conferences and workshops, visits of faculty
members, students and administrative staff, and
shared use of research equipment and facilities
under terms established by both parties. Other
activities may be developed as mutually agreed
tpon by the institutions.
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Article 3 -~ Commitment and Economic
Aspects
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1. The specificity of individual activities, as
referred to in the previous article, will be

identified through separate and specific
implementing agreements, in which specific
mention must be made to the present MolJ, in
which the timetabie for impiementation and
the distribution of any respective economic
burdens will be determined.

2. The implementing agreements will also
regulate the economic and insurance aspects
between the parties, as well as the intellectual
property rights and the publication of
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materials generated by programs undertaken
by the parties. No results or findings may be
published or used without prior written
consent.

DGAM shall not bear any financial or
funding obligations under this
Memorandum. The sources of funding and
cost distribution shall be determined by
mutual agreement between the Parties, based
on the nature of each project.

Heritage Protection Clause: Any action that
may compromise the integrity or authenticity
of sites or cultural objects is strictly prohibited,
and prior approval is required for any
intervention. The illicit trafficking of any
archaeological discoveries or outputs
resulting from the cooperation is strictly
prohibited.
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Article 4 - Legal Compliance and Standards
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Syrian Legal Framework: All activities shall
be carried out in full compliance with Syrian
Antiquities Law No. 222 of 1963 and its
amendments, which shall constitute the
primary legal reference for the implementation
of any project or activity under this
Memorandum.

International Standards: All activities shall
be conducted in accordance with
internationally recognized standards for the
protection of cultural heritage, particularly:
o UNESCO international conventions
o International Council of Museums (ICOM)
charters
o Internaticnal Council on Monuments and
Sites (ICOMOS) charters

Regulatory Compliance: Both Parties shall
comply with all applicable laws and
regulations in force in the Syrian Arab
Republic, including instructions and decisions
Issued by the competent authorities.
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Approval Process: All activities shall be
submitted to DGAM for official written
approvai no later than fifteen (15) days from
the date of referral and prior to
implementation.
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Article 5 - Scientific Officers Contacts
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DGAM identified as responsibie for the
implementation of this MoU: Dr. Masauod
Badawi, Director-General of Antiquities
and Museums

luav identified as responsible for the
implementation of this agreement prof. Benno
Albrecht, rector of Universita luav di Venezia.
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Article 6 — Duration
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This memorandum of understanding has a
validity of three years from the signing of the
same and may be renewed upon mutual
written agreement. This MOU cannot be in
any case automatically renewed, unless
explicit declaration of all parties.

Either Party may terminate this Memorandum
by giving written notice to the other Party at
least three months prior to the termination
date, stating the reasons.

The termination of this memorandum shall not
affect the ongoing implementing agreements,
except by mutual consent of both parties.
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Article 7 — Registration and Stamp Duty
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The registration of this Memorandum of
Understanding will be made only in case of
use, In accordance with current legislation. All
related expenses shall be borne by the party
requesting the recording. This Memorandum
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of Understanding is subject to stamp duty
from the outset and is paid by luav in virtual
mode by authorization of the Revenue
Agency - Territorial Office of Venice n.
29074/1999.

2. Language: This Memorandum is drafted in
Arabic and English, both versions having
equal legal validity.
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Article 8 ~ Liaison Offices
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The offices in charge of the execution and

possible amendment or extension of this MoU are:
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Directorate-General of Antiquities and
Museums

Qasr Al Hayer st. near Freedom Bridge
Damascus - Syria

Tel: 00963-11-2228566
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Universita luav di Venezia
Servizio di Staff del rettore
Tolentini 191 - S. Croce

| — 30135 Venezia

Ph.: +38 041 2571750
Email: rettorato@iuav.it
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Servizio di Staff del rettore

Tolentini 191 — 8. Croce
| — 30135 Venezia
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The present Memorandum of Understanding will

be executed in one original copy in English and
Arabic.
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