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Urbanism meets Agroecology

An italian perspective

23-24 June 2025

Palazzo Badoer, luav University of Venice

Main event Aula E, Round tables AulaE,Fel
Event curated by: Alessandra Marcon, Marta De Marchi, Maria Chiara Tosi

Round table curated by: Alessandra Marcon, Marta De Marchi, Francesca Strano, Cristina
Catalanotti, Isaline Maire, Amerigo Ambrosi

Keynote speakers

Matthieu Calame, Fondation Charles Lépold Mayer pour le Progres de 'Homme; Sebastien
Marot, Ecole nationale supérieure d’architecture de Paris-Est Observatoire de la condition
suburbaine; Chiara Tornaghi Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience, Coventry
University

Thematic interventions

Maria Valeria Mininni, Universita della Basilicata; Ilaria Boniburini, Universita della Basilicata;
Davide Primucci, Comunita Vicentina per UAgroecologia; Stefania Lusuardi, CSA
“Naturalmente in Trentino”; Andrea Ghelfi, Universita di Firenze; Catherine Dezio, TESAF,
Universita degli Studi di Padova

Financed by: Universita luav di Venezia, Observatoire de la Condition Suburbaine, Université Franco-Italienne,
Institut Frangais (Programme Cassini), Cities2030 (EU Fundings)
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Abstract

ENG: Agroecology, which is simultaneously a science, a set of practices, and a broad cultural
and political movement, is finding new spaces on the agenda of research, practice and
teachingin the field of urbanism. Indeed, Agroecology opens up new avenues for an urgent
cultural and political debate on the future of inhabited territories. Agroecology is bringing
concrete answers to address the challenges related to the unsustainability of the corporate
food regime, the extension of the phenomena of land grabbing and commodification of the
natural commons indispensable to life on earth. Urbanism, which deals with interpreting,
describing and thinking about the current and future conditions of inhabited territories, cannot
but begin to confront this important movement. The encounter between urbanism and
Agroecology, however, is not a foregone conclusion and raises relevant questions that
researchers, designers and teachers - but also producers, policy makers and activists - should
take into account.

Design and resourcefulness: To what extent and by what means can urban and territorial design
support and interpret local resourcefulness?
Grassroots movements and public action: How can an Agroecological Urbanism promote new

alliances between grassroots movements for Agroecology and public action?
Practices, training and research: How can operational practices dialogue with research and

pedagogical approaches within the idea to promote a ‘Dialogo de saberes’ (Dialogues among
different knowledges and ways of knowing)?

The study day ‘Urbanism meets Agroecology’ is intended as an opportunity for figures who are
observing, working and teaching in this new framework to meet.

IT: L’Agroecologia, che € al contempo una scienza, un insieme di pratiche, e un movimento
culturale e politico di ampio respiro, sta trovando nuovi spazi nell’agenda della ricerca, della
pratica e dellinsegnamento nel campo dell’urbanistica. L’Agroecologia apre infatti nuovi
percorsi di un dibattito culturale e politico urgente sull’avvenire dei territori abitati.
L'Agroecologia sta portando risposte concrete per affrontare le sfide legate all’insostenibilita
del regime alimentare corporativo, '’estensione dei fenomeni di land grabbing e di
mercificazione dei beni comuni naturali indispensabili alla vita sulla terra. L’urbanistica, che si
occupa diintepretare, descrivere e pensare le condizioni attuali e future dei territori abitati, non
puo che cominciare a confrontarsi con questo importante movimento. L’incontro tra
urbanistica e Agroecologia perd non € scontato e solleva questioni rilevanti di cui ricercatori,
designer e insegnanti - ma anche produttori, policy makers e attivisti -dovrebbero tenere conto.

Progetto e progettualita: in che misura e con quali mezzi il progetto urbanistico e territoriale

puo sostenere e interpretare la progettualita situata?
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Movimenti dal basso e azione pubblica: in che modo un’urbanistica agroecologica puo

promuovere nuove alleanze tra i movimenti dal basso per l'Agroecologia e 'azione pubblica?

Pratiche, formazione e ricerca: in che modo le pratiche operative possono dialogare con la
ricerca e gli approcci pedagogici nell'ottica di promuovere un “Dialogo de saberes” (Dialogo di
saperi tra diverse conoscenze e modi di conoscere)?

La giornata di studi “Urbanism meets Agroecology” € intesa come opportunita di incontro tra
figure che stanno osservando, lavorando e insegnando in questa nuova cornice.

FR: L'Agroécologie, qui est a la fois une science, un ensemble de pratiques et un vaste
mouvement culturel et politique, trouve de nouveaux espaces dans l'agenda de la recherche,
de la pratique et de l'enseignement dans le domaine de l'urbanisme. En effet, l'Agroécologie
ouvre de nouvelles voies pour un débat culturel et politique urgent sur l'avenir des territoires
habités. L'Agroécologie apporte des réponses concretes aux défis liés a la Uinsoutenabilité du
régime alimentaire corporatif, a l'extension des phénomenes d'accaparement des terres et de
marchandisation des biens communs naturels indispensables a la vie sur terre. L'urbanisme,
qui s'occupe d'interpréter, de décrire et de penser les conditions actuelles et futures des
territoires habités, ne peut que commencer a se confronter a cet important mouvement. La
rencontre entre 'urbanisme et 'Agroécologie n'est cependant pas acquise et souleve des
questions urgentes que les chercheurs, les concepteurs et les enseignants - mais aussi les
producteurs, les décideurs politiques et les activistes - doivent prendre en compte.

Projet et ingéniosité : dans quelle mesure et avec quels moyens le projet urbain et territorial
peut-il interpréter et soutenir une ingéniosité située ?

Mouvements bottom-up et action publique : comment un Urbanisme Agroécologique peut-il
promouvoir de nouvelles alliances entre les mouvements bottom-up pour l'Agroécologie et
l'action publique ?

Pratiques,formation et recherche : comment les pratiques opérationnelles peuvent-elles

dialoguer avec la recherche et les approches pédagogiques dans le but de promouvoir un «
Dialogo de saberes » (dialogue des savoirs entre différents savoirs et modes de connaissance) ?

La journée d'étude « L'urbanisme a la rencontre de 'Agroécologie » se veut un lieu de rencontre
pour les acteurs qui observent, travaillent et enseignent dans ce nouveau cadre.
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Monday 23 June - (Aula E)

9:00-9:30 - Welcome Introduction, Maria Chiara Tosi, Alessandra Marcon

9:30-10:30 - Introductive session with keynote speakers

Sebastien Marot, Ecole National Supérieure d’architecture de la Ville & des Territoires
de Paris-Est, Observatoire Condition Suburbaine, Design and resourcefulness: To what
extent and by what means can urban and territorial design support and interpret local
resourcefulness?

Chiara Tornaghi, Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience, Coventry University,
Grassroot movements and public action: How can an Agroecological Urbanism
promote new alliances between grassroots movements for Agroecology and public
action?

Matthieu Calame, Fondation Charles Lépold Mayer pour le Progrés de ’lHomme,
Practices, training and research: How can operational practices dialogue with research
and pedagogical approaches within the idea to promote a ‘Dialogo de saberes’?

10:30 - 15:15 - Thematic interventions

10:30 - 11:45 : Design and resourcefulness, introduced by Marta De Marchi

Maria Valeria Mininni, Universita della Basilicata, Agricultural cities and urban
countryside. From periurban to foodscape.

Ilaria Boniburini, Universita della Basilicata, Cultivating connections: agroecology to
feed territorial changes

> Dialogue of two speakers with Sébastien Marot

11:45 - 13:00 : Grassroot movements and public action, introduced by Alessandra

Marcon

Davide Primucci, Comunita Vicentina per UAgroecologia, Il potenziale
dell’Agroecologia nei territori periurbani veneti, il caso di Vicenza

Stefania Lusuardi, CSA “Naturalmente in Trentino”, La CSA come comunita a supporto
dell'agroecologia (non solo dell’agricoltura) tra dubbi, incertezze, fallimenti ed enormi
possibilita. L'esperienza di Naturalmente in Trentino.

- Dialogues of two speakers with Chiara Tornaghi (15 min)

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch time
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14:00 — 15:15 Practice, training and research, introduced by Marta De Marchi

Andrea Ghelfi, Universita di Firenze, New peasantries in Italy. Agroecology, eco-
commons and food communities

Catherine Dezio, TESAF, Universita degli Studi di Padova, The role of design in
promoting ecosystem services in urban agroecological system. A research with
University of Vermont.

- Dialogues of two speakers with Matthieu Calame (15 min)

Setting up of the roundtables (15 min)

15:30 - 17:30 Thematic roundtables (Aula E-F-I)

Aula E: Design and resourcefulness: curated by Marta De Marchi & Amerigo Ambrosi
Aula F: Grassroot movements and public action : curated by Francesca Strano &
Cristina Catalanotti

Aula I: Practices, training and research: curated by Alessandra Marcon & Isaline Maire

17:30-18:30 - Feedback from round tables and closing session

Tuesday 24 June - Day 2 (Aula Tafuri)

10:00 - 10:30 - Introduction, Marta De Marchi, Alessandra Marcon
10:30-12:30 - Dialogues on thematic tables with the three keynote speakers

10:30-11:00: Design and resourcefulness: Marta De Marchi & Amerigo Ambrosi with

Sébastien Marot

11:00-11:30: Grassroots movements and public action: Francesca Strano & Cristina
Catalanotti with Chiara Tornaghi

11:30-12:00: Practice, training and research: Alessandra Marcon & Isaline Maire with
Matthieu Calame

12:00-13:00 - Closing dialogue and future perspectives
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Biographies

Ilaria Boniburini, As a scholar, architect, educator and activist Ilaria has been dealing
with territorial transformations and politics of urban planning for almost 30 years. She
holds a PhD in urban and regional planning with working experience in Europe and
Africa. Currently hold a research contract at the University of Basilicata where she also
teaches urban planning. Her research has intersected different topics, geographical
areas, and multidisciplinary teams. She tends to work on marginal areas, sacrifice
zones and issues of inequalities. Her approach fits into a framework of critical co-
research-action and she feels more at ease within an undisciplined perspective, which
is not limited to denouncing the socio-ecological crisis and modern urban planning, but
questions the epistemological categories through which they are narrated and
addressed.

Matthieu Calame 1970, agronomist engineer, after having contributed to the
conversion of the Bergerie farm to organic farming (1995-2005), joined the foundation
for the progress of Humankind in 2005 where he followed in particular agricultural
policies and took over his leadership in 2010. He holds a thesis at the University of
Lausanne https://serval.unil.ch/resource/serval:BIB_68B44BE6B586.P001/REF which
deals with the link between the nature of societies and the nature of agricultural
policies. He has written several books including "Understanding

Agroecology". https://www.eclm.fr/livre/comprendre-l-agroecologie/

Catherine Dezio, Architect, PhD with honors in Environment and Landscape, currently
Senior Fixed-Term Researcher and Lecturer in Landscape and Urban Planning at the
Department of Land, Environment, Agriculture and Forestry (TESAF) at the University of
Padua. Since 2012, she has been conducting research on agro-environmental systems.
Since 2023, she has served as Vice-President of the Bachelor's Degree Program in
Territorial and Green Planning, and she is a member of the LERH Doctoral Program
Board at the University of Padua.

Andrea Ghelfi is a researcher in environmental and territorial sociology at the
Department of Political and Social Sciences at the University of Florence. His studies
and publications combine an interest in agroecology and ecological movements with
theoretical research on the emergence of a new ecological materialism. Among his
publications are La Condizione Ecologica, Firenze, Edifir, 20222, and the edited volume
Connessioni ecologiche. Per una politica della rigenerazione: leggendo Haraway,
Stengers e Latour, Verona, Ombre Corte, 2022.

Stefania Lusuardi, a farmer from Trentino since 2016, runs an organic farm using
agroecological practices. Her key words are food, children, and future. Her goal is to
cultivate with respect for nature, biodiversity, and human well-being, and to produce
food that truly nourishes people. In 2019, she joined the multi-stakeholder group
Nutrire Trento, through which she began engaging in research and education. From this
experience, the CSA Naturalmente in Trentino was born, later evolving into a
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Community in Support of Agroecology in Trentino, which now promotes educational
and training activities rather than production. Stefania brings her agroecological
approach into various initiatives, including the Valle dei Laghi district, the board of
Coldiretti Women and Enterprise, the Trento Anti-Waste Table, and the Solidarity
Economy District of Trento.

Sébastien Marot Philosopher, PhD in History, HDR (accredited to supervise doctoral
research), professor (HCA) at Eav&t, and co-editor-in-chief of the journal Marnes,
documents d’architecture. His work has focused on the genealogy of contemporary
theories and practices in architecture, urban planning, and landscape. He is currently
conducting research on environmental history. He founded and directed the journal Le
Visiteur (1995-2003). In 2019, he inaugurated an exhibition at the Lisbon Architecture
Triennale entitled Agriculture and Architecture: Taking the Country’s Side, which
presented for the first time an ongoing project on the relationship between agriculture
and architecture.

Mariavaleria Mininni works on the notion of landscape and contemporary dwelling,
engaging with the fields of Landscape Ecology, agrourbano, and food geographies.
Specialized in Landscape Architecture at the University of Genoa, she was a researcher
in Ecology and is now a full professor of Urban Planning at the University of Basilicata,
Matera campus, where she teaches Urbanism and Landscape in the Architecture
programs. She is also the coordinator of the CdS, Scienze Antropologiche e
Geografiche, Paesaggio Ambiente e Verde Urbano. She holds the highest-level
scientific qualification in Landscape Architecture.

Davide Primucci, agronomist and activist of the Comunita Vicentina per ['Agroecoogia
(Vicenza Community for Agroecology). After a long period of activism in movements to
stop land consumption in Vicenza, in 2020 he began his involvement in agroecological
movements, supported by his studies and experiences in Florence, Galicia, and the
United Kingdom—places where he connected with various groups engaged in peasant
struggles and efforts to transform agro-industrial systems. Since 2021, he has been one
of the promoters in Vicenza of the Cascina Carpaneda Bene Comune initiative, which
more recently led to the creation of an assembly bearing the same name.

Chiara Tornaghi is a critical urban geographer, with a background in politics, sociology
and planning. Since 2015 she works at Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience,
Coventry University, Uk, were in 2018 she was appointed Associate professor in urban
food sovereignty and resilience. Her interests are at the crossroad between feminist
political ecology, agroecology movements, sustainable food planning, urbanisation and
generally the politics of land. Since 2017, together with Michiel Dehaene (University of
Ghent), she has been working on several international research projects to
conceptualise, resource and build an Agroecological Urbanism. In her spare time she
juggles family, two allotments and a “medicinal agroecology women circle” in her town
in West Yorkshire.



