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Why Università Iuav di Venezia
The educational offerings at 
Università Iuav di Venezia are based 
on the reciprocal intertwining of 
practice and theory in a global 
perspective. This makes Iuav an ideal 
academic institution for curators 
interested in intercultural dynamics. 
Teaching focuses on workshops led 
by experienced professionals, in 
close interaction with the theoretical 
courses. Rather than applying 
theories and hermeneutics to cultural 
objects, Iuav explores how art objects, 
exhibition spaces, architecture, and 
all creative works are independent 
subjects of thought. They express 
the complexities of the contemporary 
world through sensory forms and 
interact artistically with reality by 
modifying common awareness and 
reality itself in social and political 
terms.

Venice, one of the world’s most 
important centres for contemporary 
arts and culture, offers a unique 
insight into the diversity of curatorial 
practices. The city provides an ideal 
vantage point to observe changes in 
curatorial styles and approaches; it 
also engages with issues of identity 
and globality, and explores its own 
past and ongoing cultural, historical, 
and social dynamics. Historically 
situated at the crossroads of 
different cultures, Venice fosters 
reflections on cultural objects. It is 
also an ideal place to experiment 
with the processes of cultural 
appropriation and circulation, which 
are fundamental to finding new ways 
of exhibiting, representing, narrating 

and valuing cultural memory in all its 
complexity.

Studying Curating Arts and Heritage
Contemporary curatorial practices 
require an awareness of historical 
memory, intercultural dynamics, 
and power relations, as well as an 
understanding of how these concepts 
can be applied. 
This degree course enables students 
to develop curatorial activities for 
cultural heritage in the broadest 
sense, including visual arts, 
architecture, archaeology, literature, 
visual cultures, and ethnography. 
It does so within a framework 
characterised by the now-established 
centrality of intercultural relations 
and by increasing criticism of 
Eurocentrism and colonial practices, 
opening to other cultural approaches, 
and engaging with issues such as 
cultural appropriation, the processing 
of colonial events and memories, and 
the circulation of culture on a global 
scale. The course provides theoretical 
knowledge of visual culture and 
the relationship between past and 
present, as well as skills acquired 
through workshops with professionals 
in the curatorial field.

Master’s degree programme in 
Curating arts and heritage in intercultural 
perspectives

Careers
Upon completion of the Curating 
Arts and Heritage in Intercultural 
Perspectives course, graduates will 
be qualified to pursue careers in 
museums, public and private cultural 
institutions, and archives. They 
will be able to pursue careers as 
curators, cultural mediators, museum 
and archive managers, and editorial 
directors. Graduates will also 
acquire the cultural and practical 
skills to organise events and festivals 
at public and private institutions 
or work as artistic directors or 
programme managers.
Admission is limited to a set number 
of students who will be selected 
based on an interview. 
To be admitted to the course, 
candidates are required to provide a 
B2-level English language certificate 
(for any further information, contact 
the offices).

COURSES
Curating arts and heritage in 
intercultural perspectives

Year 1
Visual Culture
Architecture of Exhibition Design
Archeology and Colonialism
Digital Humanities and Display 
Methodologies of Display and 
Classical Tradition
Heritage and Architecture
Studio 1 Curating in Intercultural 
Perspectives

Year 2
Semiotics and Image Theory
Studio 2 Curating in Intercultural 
Perspectives
Studio 3 Provenance and Registrar
Final Examination
Internship

Attività formative a scelta

Year 1
Additional Language Knowledge  
Postcolonial Studies  
Visual Anthropology and Media 
Theory  
Digital Storytelling  

Year 2
Intercultural Heritage Geography  
Aesthetics  
East-West Relationships
Staging Exhibit Design



Contacts
Università luav di Venezia 
Area didattica e servizi agli studenti/
Academic and student administration 
area - Servizio promozione e 
orientamento/Student recruitment 
and orientation office

Santa Croce 601, Campo della Lana, 
30135 Venezia 

study@iuav.it
info.immatricolazioni@iuav.it

www.iuav.it

Limited access 
evaluation of academic background 
 
Ministerial degree code 
LM-89 R Art History 
 
Tuition fees and scholarships 
tuition fee waivers and scholarships 
available
www.iuav.it/dirittoallostudio
 
Housing 
discover our student 
accommodation solutions 
www.iuav.it/alloggi 

International mobility 
spend a study or internship 
period abroad
www.iuav.it/mobility 
 
Internship 
internships in studios, companies, 
and institutions
www.iuav.it/tirociniolavoro 
 
Job Placement 
job opportunities, personalized 
career counseling,and professional 
orientation events
www.iuav.it/placement


