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Description – Misery in Western societies is today unthinkable and unrepresentable, unspeakable and invisible, exiled 
to a historical, geographical, cultural elsewhere. Yet, in the past, misery took majestic forms in Italy, from the Great 
Schools of Venice to the almshouses for the poor. Monuments gave way to the anonymous architecture of service 
centres or temporary structures responding to emergency situations. If the monumentality of misery expressed an 
aesthetics, the architecture of poverty rejects it in the name of functionality: today the space of misery is emptied of 
phenomenology, evidence, quality, quantity, scale, extension, discourse. 

Two assumptions underlie the research: the removal of the space of existence of misery in the concrete and 
immaterial context of the West in favour of ‘measurable conditions of poverty’; the presence of buildings in cities as 
evidence of a past in which poverty was a ‘matter’ of governance and planning. The first assumption establishes the 
urgency and reasons for the research; the second represents an initial set of ‘memorabilia’ that the project aims to 
detect and collect to shed light on a theme and a presence that is now spectral, latent. 

Objectives - MISERABILIA aims to study spaces and spectres of misery in the collective imagination and in the 
contemporary Italian urban context. The main objectives are the definition of tools to recognize and investigate the 
tangible and intangible manifestations of misery and the establishment of methods and languages in order to then be 
able to talk about it and make plans. There are therefore two implications: an increase in knowledge, awareness, and 
competence in relation to a problem that is as increasingly relevant today as it is neglected or hidden; definition of 
notions and guidance useful for the management of imbalances that arise due to the physical and cultural 
marginalization of a part of society. 

Website – www.iuav.it/prin-miserabilia 

https://sites.google.com/iuav.it/iuavprin-miserabilia/miserabilia

