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Description – This research project is about the protection of the coasts, with special regard to Italy. For the 

purposes of the research project, coastal protection must be interpreted as a unitary but multi-faceted concept that 
includes both the protection of coasts in a strict sense (that is, their preservation and conservation of integrity) and 
the enhancement of coastal zones (that is, an advancement of knowledge about Italian coasts and, thus, an increase 
in the quality of regulation, planning, management and regulatory enforcement regarding private and public uses of 
coasts).  

The research project has three main distinguishing traits: it proposes an approach to coastal protection that is 
dynamic, interdisciplinary, and helpful for policy formation and management in this field. Dynamic in the sense of 
being rooted in an adequate understanding of climate change; interdisciplinary because the several challenges 
concerning coasts (erosion, also as a result of climate change; lack of orderly and regular planning of the various uses; 
threats deriving from unchecked human action) can only be properly understood against the background of an inter-
disciplinary approach; finally, the approach that is being proposed may provide insights for adjusting public policies 
which in the last decade or so have placed excessive emphasis on the administrative regime of beaches, especially 
from the viewpoint of the concessions or licenses for their use in the light of the EU directive on services (directive n. 
2006/123, the so-called Bolkenstein directive), as opposed to a global understanding of the challenges concerning 
coastal areas. 

Objectives – The research has two main purposes. The first concerns knowledge, while the other concerns its possible 
uses. The impulses flowing from an interdisciplinary approach will allow not simply to collect more data, but to collect 
data that take all existing challenges into due account. In this sense, the “BeProCoasts” project is a research for the 
advancement of knowledge. Applying the clearly discernible potential uses of the results of an integrated research to 
coastal systems, one must keep in mind the ramifications that follow from a better understanding of the various 
dimensions of coasts (environmental, social, economic, and legal). It is important to make an attempt to provide 
policy-makers with a more comprehensive and reliable basis of data. But it is equally important to improve policy-
making in this field.  

Another purpose that may be served by an interdisciplinary research is education: if there is a necessary correlation 
between research and teaching, the researches that are either conducted or initiated today will provide data and 
insights for the courses to be taught tomorrow. 

 


