
 

Annex 1 (integral part of the call for admission to the PhD programme Architecture and Arts - Iuav School of doctorate studies a.y.2024/25) 
 
PhD programme Architecture and Arts 
 

Duration 3 years 
Coordinator Maria Chiara Tosi 
Research fields and 
objectives 

The PhD program Architecture and Arts aims to provide the theoretical and practical education necessary 
to operate in the fields of Architecture, Town and Country Planning, Spatial Planning/Policies, Design and 
the Arts, linking contiguous approaches such as those concerning design and analysis tools at different 
scales, history, spatial policies, building and environmental restoration, technologies, artistic expression 
and representation, in order to address in the most incisive way the set of issues related to the 
transformation of anthropic space in its different forms. 
The predominantly single macro-area nature of the disciplinary sectors involved and the proven experience 
of more than thirty years of research activities make the Iuav PhD course an attractive and stimulating 
place where the thematic insights developed in the different research areas, together with the exchange 
and collaboration between fields of knowledge, favor the acquisition of autonomy and responsibility, as 
well as strengthening the system of transnational and international relations with research institutions, 
public administration and the production system. 
The presence of a specific and consolidated training and the possibility of interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary 
and transdisciplinary exchanges and approaches on common grounds, which also involve research carried 
out in other Iuav areas, makes the education provided particularly suitable for dealing with frontier themes 
and issues that will increasingly concern the layout and shape of living spaces and will require theoretical 
and practical in-depth studies.  
The general objectives of the course are: 
1. Provide specific knowledge in each disciplinary field and promote the deepening of research through a 
comparison with the state of the art of that field of knowledge. 
2. Encourage comparison between the different disciplinary areas and fields of knowledge by promoting 
opportunities for dialogue and joint training. 
3. Facilitate relations with the territory, the business world and civil institutions by promoting the launch of 
joint applied research projects with third parties. 
In particular, the training objectives concern scientific research in the following areas: 
 
Visual Arts, Performing Arts and Fashion Studies 
The PhD area in Visual Arts, Performing Arts and Fashion Studies aims to build the basis for a shared 
reflection between theoretical, creative and applied research. The training program aims to provide a 
knowledge of transdisciplinary methodologies and paradigms that interrogate the respective research 
objects in an enlarged cultural field. The objective of the doctorate concerns the training of researchers or 
professionals who will be able to work, besides the academic field, in the area of cultural production, 
curatorship, artistic practices, production, communication and market systems related to the arts. The 
horizons covered by this work include scientific research in the field of visual arts, visual and media 
cultures, and aesthetics and politics of performance. The research is conducted from perspectives that do 
not limit the image to its historical, iconographic, or philological framework. Additionally, the study focuses 
on fashion as an industry and cultural medium with an intrinsically multidisciplinary nature, exploring its 
relations with modernity, contemporaneity, and the construction of the imaginary. Within the framework of 
a doctoral school that focuses on the cultural and cognitive production potential of the project, the 
theoretical horizon is to be understood as an exploration of devices, articulations, knowledge immanent to 
the objects of the cultures and artistic creations of reference. 
With regard to the specific teaching and research activities that accompany the transversal training 
provided by Bembo Writing Workshop, the course of studies of doctoral students in the field of Visual Arts, 
Performing Arts and Fashion is indicatively structured with a full-time commitment in the first year, while in 
the following two doctoral students are committed to following the activities proposed by the scientific 
committee of the field and to carrying out their research, with annual checks and reviews. 
Conferences and conventions on relevant topics are held annually. In the past, there have been 
conferences focused on the theme of the 'Exposed Body', which resulted in the publication of the book 
'The Exposed Body', edited by Angela Vettese and Camilla Salvaneschi, Gli Ori, Pistoia 2023. The theme 
chosen for the 2023 academic year is "Disappearances". The general themes are chosen by the Scientific 
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Committee so as to find topics that are of interest to the three fields of study (Visual Art, Performing Arts 
and Fashion studies) that are close to each other but have different training needs. The annual (or biennial) 
theme is developed with the participation of scholars, theorists and artists, often from abroad and in contact 
with non-Italian educational, museum or production institutions. They may sometimes give lectures ex 
cathedra and engage in dialogues with multiple parties. Students are always invited to intervene so that 
the initiatives take on a seminar-like trend. 

 
Architectural Composition 
Architectural composition is a distinct discipline, with its own type of studies and research methods, 
separate from other forms of design, as well as from the history of architecture and the city. 
The field of Architectural Composition aims to provide theoretical and practical knowledge related to 
compositional theories and procedures. This includes the final and synthetic stage of the relationships 
between the figure, form, and construction of architecture and the city. The studies prioritise the analysis 
of the criteria and procedures underlying the form and the study of the figurative variations that determine 
the character of the architecture. The aim is to guide the activity of doctoral students on research that 
highlights aspects of common interest and makes the developments and results of the work more 
comparable, in particular on the issue of the problematic relationships and contradictions between 
"tradition" and "invention", between "continuity" and "experimentation" in the modern and contemporary 
condition of cultural contexts. 
In recent years, the issue of "reconstruction", also understood as a mental place where memory, history 
and the future intertwine, has become a privileged area of research activity. 
With regard to the specific teaching and research activities that complement the transversal training 
provided by the Bembo Writing Workshop, the course of study for doctoral students in the field of 
architectural composition is roughly structured as follows: 
 during the first year, in conjunction with the programming of the scientific committee of the field, 

doctoral students are required to submit at least three stages of progress of the doctoral thesis and 
to periodic meetings with their speakers and tutors. They are also involved in moments of discussion 
through design seminars involving other doctoral schools. 
For admission to the following year, the doctoral students conclude the passing of the year with the 
presentation to the scope committee of the results of the first year of research; 

 during the second year, in conjunction with the programming of the Scientific Committee of the field, 
doctoral students are required to present at least three stages of progress of the doctoral thesis and 
to have regular meetings with their supervisors and tutors. 
In order to progress to the following year, doctoral students must present the results of their second 
year of research to the area committee. Doctoral students are also required to report any activities 
carried out both in the doctorate and abroad at international university institutes or research locations; 

 third year: the last year is dedicated to the conclusion and formalisation of the doctoral thesis. The 
Scientific Committee will verify the regular activity carried out by doctoral students during the three-
year course, including conferences, research, and design seminars. They will then propose to the 
faculty the admission of the student to the final examination procedure and the external evaluation 
of their doctoral thesis. 

Every year the following are also proposed: 
- design seminars shared with some doctoral schools of great tradition, with the aim of building a real 
moment of comparison of strategies, methods and reflections. The schools involved in this project, namely 
Rome, Naples, and Bari, alternate individual doctoral work with strategic collective meetings for comparing 
different visions and approaches. These meetings are crucial for achieving the project's objectives. The 
seminars are also organised in collaboration with foreign universities and/or bodies and associations active 
in the places of project investigation. The seminars aim to compare the operation of theoretical research 
with design practice. The work focuses on large European cities that still play an emblematic role in the 
urban imaginary of architectural culture and that, in recent years, have been invested in the transformation 
of some significant places in the city itself. Among the recent seminars were Berlin City West, in 
cooperation with the Deutscher Werkbund Berlin and the Technische Universität Berlin, which resulted in 
a collection of research findings, and Vchutemas 100, which was held in cooperation with various 
universities and international organisations and resulted in an inter-university seminar and a publication: 
Vkhutemas100. Space, Project and Teaching, with important international institutions. 
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- Cycles of meetings, conferences, study days, theoretical seminars sometimes carried out in collaboration 
with the doctorates of Composition of Rome, Naples and Bari. These activities are a time of in-depth study 
for doctoral students on their respective research topics and/or on disciplinary issues that characterise the 
current Italian and European debate. 

 
Structural challenges 
Scientific research in this area aims to provide PhD students with specific skills in the field of structural 
design of new and existing buildings, with particular reference to those of historical interest, innovation 
issues, with specific reference to crisis areas and climate change. The main aspects that we intend to delve 
into include: material modelling, portions of structure, macro elements and structure as a whole, 
experimentation, seismic improvement, the use of latest generation structural materials but also the use of 
traditional techniques. In addition, it covers safety assessment, risk assessment and risk reduction for both 
existing and new buildings in relation to natural hazards, taking an integrated approach to the challenges 
of hazard definition, assessment of the behaviour of existing buildings and minimisation of intervention, 
and the selection of structural systems for new buildings with the aim of preventing the effects of such 
hazards. The survey methodologies mentioned earlier are extended to address safety and risk reduction 
related to natural events, including building envelopes, durability and resilience. 
With regard to the specific teaching and research activities that complement the transversal training 
provided by the Bembo Writing Workshop, the course of study for doctoral students in the "Structural 
challenges" field is roughly structured as follows: 
 in the first year, students attend university-level courses on structural, diagnostic, seismic, and 

dynamic modelling. For admission to the second year, students are required to undertake theoretical 
and/or practical research, attend conferences and may have the opportunity to undertake research 
abroad; 

 in the second year, students acquire and consolidate the necessary knowledge and information to 
begin drafting their doctoral thesis. In particular, the knowledge gained from attending university 
courses, workshops, and research recommended by the tutor is put to good use. For admission to 
the third year, students must finalize their research activities, conclude any research periods abroad, 
and prepare their thesis; 

 in the third year, the thesis should focus on defining and highlighting its characteristics, particularly 
the innovative aspects. This can be achieved by leveraging the benefits of studying abroad and 
comparing physical experimentation with numerical experimentation. 

It is also recommended that doctoral students attend the Labsco structure, as it is closely related to 
structural issues concerning materials, structural elements, and structures. 
Additionally, it is beneficial for doctoral students to engage in publication activities, including participation 
in national and international conferences, with guidance from individual tutors. 
Doctoral students are expected to be proficient in managing the most commonly used structural calculation 
programs and platforms to enhance their confidence and learning in this area. 
With reference to further activities, each year the following are also proposed: 
- conferences and seminars held by Italian and foreign professors of Science and Technology of 
Construction. These activities are a moment of in-depth study for doctoral students on structural issues 
that are the subject of research at national and international level; 
- the seminar series titled “Programming in Python for Scientific Research” is delivered in the field of 
“Technological and Environmental Design”, and attendance is highly recommended. 

 
Technological, environmental and building physics design 
The doctoral research in the field of Technological, environmental and building physics design concerns 
multiple aspects of Architecture Technology and Environmental Technical Physics in relation to the 
architectural project at different scales and the transformation, recovery and management of the natural 
and built environment. 
Possible training courses cover the fields of materials and construction systems, techniques and 
technologies for analysis, environmental control and efficient energy production or from renewable 
sources, as well as sustainability understood as the preservation of ecological, social and cultural aspects. 
These areas of investigation are oriented to environmental design and sustainable design of buildings, 
energy efficiency of buildings and urban contexts, protection of the natural and built environment. The 
research activity references and is linked to the cultural field of the European Green Deal and the related 
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New European Bauhaus, as well as related topics such as circular economy in architecture, inclusivity at 
the architectural and urban scale, citizen science and the challenges of renewable energies. Consequently, 
the research activities cover the areas of Digital, Industry, and Aerospace; Climate, Energy, and 
Sustainable Mobility; and Food Products, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture, and Environment 
of the National Research Programme. Additionally, the National Smart Specialisation Strategy includes 
the thematic areas of Smart and Sustainable Industry, Energy, and Environment; Digital Agenda, Smart 
Communities, and Smart Mobility Systems; and Tourism, Cultural Heritage, and Creative Industry. 
In addressing these issues, doctoral students acquire skills both on the use of tools for energy simulation, 
three-dimensional modelling oriented to the management of construction and maintenance processes, 
indoor and outdoor environmental measurements and the development of machine learning algorithms, 
as well as on the application of Life Cycle Assessment methods, sustainability assessment tools in 
architecture and sustainable design techniques. 
The development of skills and knowledge occurs through participation in research activities. Doctoral 
students acquire analytical skills to critically identify interdisciplinary correlations in the processes of 
transformation and maintenance of the natural and built environment. These skills and knowledge 
contribute to defining a high-level professional profile suitable for inclusion both in academic contexts and 
within public and private realities, including professional or public administration, industry and advanced 
tertiary sectors where innovation and research processes assume strategic importance. 
With regard to the specific teaching and research activities that complement the transversal training 
provided within the Bembo Writing Workshop, the course of study of doctoral students in the field is roughly 
structured as follows. First year: two cycles of seminars are offered. A first cycle of seminars on Life Cycle 
Assessment applied to architecture and, specifically, to technological design and environmental control. 
The topics covered therefore refer to: (i) The concept of life cycle in construction and meaning of system 
boundary and functional unit; (ii) Impact categories; (iii) Techniques and tools for inventory analysis and 
impact assessment. A second cycle of seminars titled “Programming in Python for Scientific Research” 
has been organised. The first part of the seminar will focus on the development of scientific software using 
Python language. The second part will be dedicated to the presentation of structured Python programs 
that are consistent with the research activities of individual doctoral students. During the first year, there 
will be a day of discussion with the Scientific Committee to present the general idea of the project and the 
hypotheses for the setting up of the research work. On the same day, a typical doctoral thesis structure 
will be illustrated. 
There are no seminars or collective training days during the second and third years. Each doctoral student 
will be invited to attend seminars and conferences specific and related to the scope of his/her research. In 
addition, the production of scientific publications and participation in national and international conferences 
on topics related to the subject of individual research is expected. 
The transition from one year to the next occurs during a seminar that involves doctoral students from all 
years. On this day, each doctoral student presents: the research topic, the work carried out in the last year 
and the progress made, the results obtained, the work programme for the following months. This day is 
preceded by the delivery of a report that will have different contents depending on the year of attendance 
of the doctoral student. The Scientific Committee will base its opinion on the joint evaluation of the report 
and oral presentation. 

 
Urban and regional planning and policies 
Scientific research in this field aims to develop a strong understanding of the theoretical and 
methodological frameworks, and to apply a 'policy approach' to various urban and territorial actions, such 
as plans, programmes, projects and more or less integrated actions. This approach, characterised by 
attention to the processes (political, administrative, technical, social) of definition of the problems that the 
policies propose to deal with, of (re)definition of the "public interest" character of the issues dealt with, of 
interaction between the different actors that mobilise and/or are involved in the construction and 
implementation of the policies, and the intentional and non-intentional outcomes of the different policies 
activated, is in particular deepened in relation to: 
- the theory and practice of the design, implementation and evaluation of public policies and plans at 
different scales and in relation to different issues (from different urban policies to territorial heritage and 
landscape, from local development to the management of change processes at a global scale); 
- the participation of citizens in the construction of policies, and the treatment of conflicts; 
- land use practices, the production of common goods and their regulation. 
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The transversality required by these fields of action, with respect to traditional disciplinary areas, is 
supported by an orientation to interdisciplinary research practices. 
In terms of the specific teaching and research activities that complement the transversal training offered 
by the Bembo Writing Workshop, the course of study for doctoral students in Urban and Regional Planning 
and Policies is roughly structured as follows. 
 First year: programme of lectures and seminars, from January to July, including a module on 

theories, one on methodologies and a third on the presentation/discussion of research; in the 
meetings dedicated to the "research question", it is clarified that defining a research question does 
not mean choosing a topic, but a key to discussion that will determine the path of the thesis, and 
indications are given on the various steps that are useful to verify its solidity. Some special sessions 
will be devoted to the bibliographical essay required for the year, discussing different examples of 
how a topic can be explored using the different bibliographical resources available. 
For admission to the following year: students must present at the end of the year a bibliographic 
essay (state of the art) on a subject agreed with the relevant Scientific Committee. 

 Second year: Doctoral students are generally involved in setting up and progressing their dissertation 
research, which often involves a period of study abroad; discussion of progress is planned through 
interaction on topics, specific methods and issues with the Scientific Committee, and where useful 
the organization of seminars dedicated to addressing specific issues relevant to the work program. 
In order to be admitted to the following year, a state of progress of the thesis is required, in which 
the research question shall be clearly argued, as well as the methodologies adopted to deal with it, 
and the work program to complete the thesis. 

 Third year: the doctoral students dedicate themselves to the conclusion of the research and the 
writing of the thesis. There will be at least one meeting dedicated to the intermediate discussion of 
the progress of the thesis, which at the end of the year must be delivered in the form of a complete 
draft in all its parts to the scientific committee. 

 
Design Sciences 
Research in Design Sciences deals with the theoretical, historical and methodological problems of the 
discipline in its many forms, also addressed through design and experimental research. Starting from the 
basic references of the design sciences and a stabilized system of knowledge, research in this field 
addresses the adaptive, plural and expansive dimension of design, shaping tools and methods, evolving 
into interdisciplinary dialogue and aiming to trigger positive change at a societal level. It drives a plurality 
of activities that cross material and immaterial culture, hybridizing design with engineering, biotechnology, 
philosophy, art, natural, social, ecological and economic sciences, and developing the possibilities offered 
by data systems, the ability to analyze them, manage them and make them interactively usable thanks to 
information management. 
The aim of research in Design Sciences pursues the objective of allowing doctoral students to acquire 
personal autonomy in research and the mastery of a system of knowledge and critical tools to understand 
the contexts and problems of research activities. It aims to train researchers capable of addressing their 
research questions in relation to issues of the public good. The activities and methods proposed aim to 
develop useful and appropriate skills to work in collaborative contexts and interact with institutions, with 
the cultural system of design and with that of companies. The work path, which cannot ignore the roots 
and cultural references of the context in which it is set - Italy and Venice in particular - aims to combine 
specific research situations with the most innovative design trends in relation to the environment, culture 
and society. With regard to the specific teaching and research activities that complement the transversal 
training provided by the Bembo Writing Workshop, the course of study for doctoral students in the field of 
Design Sciences offers various training activities. 
 First year: the objective is the focus and definition of the demand and the setting of the research. 

To be admitted to the following year, students must present a report on the activities carried out; a 
proposal of the research structure and the related progress report. The doctoral students present 
their research reports and the PhD committee, meeting collectively, will then discuss the evaluation 

 Second year: thematic and methodological insights. 
For admission to the following year: report on the activities carried out, the topics dealt with and how 
they relate to their researches; presentation of a progress report on the thesis and its analytical 
structure, from the state of the art to the methodologies. The doctoral candidates present their 
progress and the PhD Committee meets to discuss the evaluation collegially. 
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 Third year: thematic and methodological insights. 
These activities are carried out through meetings. In particular the "Thematic Tables" activity takes 
place two or three times a year, usually after the sessions in which the doctoral students present 
their progress. The "Thematic Tables"  consist of 4/5 doctoral students and a few lecturers discussing 
and confronting each other on their research issues through a previously established key cross-
cutting theme. The tables bring together doctoral students from the different cycles according to 
common. 

Each year there are several meetings with external guests, which include both seminars, masterclasses, 
and research workshops. 
Every year the following are organised: 
- seminars on research methodology (some of the questions addressed: what is research; when can 
research be defined as scientific; the constituent materials of research, the scientific method; the nature of 
research in design) 
- meetings and seminars related to the research topics proposed by the doctoral students. 
Every two years, the Design Sciences research unit promotes the FRID meeting - doing research in design 
(https://www.frid.it/), a national forum for research doctorates in design, organized in collaboration with the 
SID - Scientific Reference Society of the design disciplines, which places the doctoral school of the IUAV 
University of Venice at the forefront at the national level as a reference for exchange and disciplinary 
comparison activities. 

 
History of architecture 
Scientific research in this field aims to train highly specialised historians of architecture and the city, 
capable of tackling with awareness and rigour any problem inherent to the discipline in its broadest sense. 
The activity program aims, in particular, to familiarise the approaches and methods of the discipline in its 
long historical path, as well as to promote a flexible attitude in the study and an up-to-date exchange with 
the international scientific community. Attention is paid to the technical aspects of research, such as the 
knowledge and use of archives and libraries, the reading of handwritten and printed sources and 
architectural drawings, the direct analysis of artefacts; the acquisition of the most modern techniques of 
philological research; the diversity of approaches, including those of parallel disciplines, such as the history 
of art, the history of technology, the history of ideas; knowledge of and visits to the main Italian and foreign 
centres for the study of the history of architecture; direct experience of research through the preparation 
of a thesis; and, finally, methods for presenting the results in oral, written and visual form. 
With regard to the specific teaching and research activities that accompany the transversal training 
provided by the Bembo Writing Workshop, the course of studies for doctoral students in the field of 
architectural history is roughly structured as follows. 
 First year: first year doctoral students are invited to take an active part in an industry seminar, a 

seminar given by an internal or external professor of the Scientific Committee of the History of 
Architecture Research Field, which takes place from October to April. The topics covered concern a 
well circumscribed topic and they tend to be included in a chronological span that can vary from the 
Middle Ages to the contemporary. The seminar consists of three ex cathedra lectures, a conference, 
the assignment of research topics, meetings between the doctoral students and the seminar leader, 
and a final presentation by the doctoral students after the drafting of a paper. A second, shorter 
seminar is organised in the second semester. 
For admission to the following year it is necessary to successfully pass the two seminars and 
participate in the activities proposed by the field during the year. 

 Second year: Second year doctoral students will be primarily engaged in research for their 
dissertation and will be called to account for this research at least once per semester by presenting 
specific topics, problems and issues to their peers and the Scientific Committee, which may also 
include external experts on such occasions. 
For admission to the following year it is necessary to successfully pass the thesis progress and 
participate in the activities proposed by the field during the year. 

 Third year: Third year doctoral students present their research progress at least twice a year on 
dedicated days with the participation of all other doctoral students, the Scientific Committee and 
possibly external professors. 

Seminars and conferences on topics of interest in the field are also offered every year, as well as seminar 
meetings involving doctoral students from the different cycles. 
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Each year, one or more study trips are organised, lasting from two to ten days. PhD students are required 
to prepare presentations to be held on site. 

 
Urbanism 
Scientific research in this field aims to provide a background of research and theoretical reflection relevant 
to analytical-design practices related to urbanism, combining research activity with design activity, which 
is an inescapable part of cognitive strategies. 
The aim of the training is also to reflect on the theoretical background of techniques for analysing and 
processing territorial information and on their field of application. The object of study and research is and 
will remain, in general, the "urban project", a term by which we want to refer to a broader field of "urban 
planning" and to understand both what is usually indicated by the terms "urban and territorial policies" and 
what is indicated by the terms "urban project". The urban project is understood as the set of activities 
through which a specific scientific-professional group has tended and tends to redefine the environmental 
conditions, including urban and territorial ones, within which the process of social reproduction takes place. 
With regard to the specific teaching and research activities that complement the transversal training 
provided by the Bembo Writing Workshop, the course of studies of doctoral students in the urbanism field 
is roughly structured as follows. 
 First year: cycle of seminars "Doing Research in Urbanism", a cycle of seminars on themes, 

approaches, attitudes, tools, styles, research experiences in the disciplinary field of Urbanism. 
For admission to the following year: at the end of the year, doctoral students must present a 
bibliographical essay (state of the art) on a subject agreed with the relevant Scientific Committee. 

 Second year: a master class consisting of a two-day seminar dedicated to a specific topic with 
experts invited to present ongoing research. The doctoral students play an active role in defining the 
theme, identifying the interlocutors and introducing and discussing the interventions of the invited 
guests. The contributions presented during the Masterclass are then collected and processed by the 
doctoral students themselves and are incorporated into the publication of a Doctoral Notebook in 
Urbanism, which has reached number 12. 

 
For admission to the following year: at the end of the year, presentation by the doctoral students of 
a draft of the thesis, including the theme, the object, the research hypothesis, the analytical structure, 
the positioning, the study case(s). 

 Third year: A "Bernardo Secchi Walk", lasting 1-2 days in a city (Naples in 2022, Lecce in 2023, 
Rome in 2024), aimed at discussing a theme by exploring urban spaces. In 2024, the hypothesis is 
to go to Rome to explore the theme of urban planning standards. At the end of the year, the doctoral 
students will present an advanced draft of the thesis with an analytical index, introduction, chapters 
and conclusions. 

The transition from one year to the next takes place in a laboratory environment. There are groups of 
doctoral students (3/4), transversal to the cycles on the basis of thematic affinities or approaches. The 
groups write and present a collective position paper on the indicated topic and individually present their 
research. Teachers from outside the field are invited as discussants. 

 
Villard de Honnecourt international track 
The path, activated in collaboration with Ecole Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture de Paris-Belleville 
(France) and Universidad de Madrid (Spain), deals specifically with a theme that can be identified as "Post-
Urbanism". In particular, it concerns the reading of phenomena related to architecture, landscape and the 
city in the temporal context in which we live. The program chooses to observe these issues in relation to 
the contemporary theoretical and cultural debate, the difficult evolution of the figure of the architect, the 
elements of the geopolitical and ecological framework that strongly influence the theory and practice of 
architecture. The research of doctoral students are encouraged to will have to delve into this intellectual 
and physical landscape by focusing on its origins, derivations, intersections with multidisciplinary aspects 
starting from the assumption that architecture, despite its disciplinary autonomy, is a medium capable of 
defining new relationships. The VdH program also pays particular attention to forms and methods of 
architectural communication and pedagogy, encouraging research focused on editorial and literary 
production linked to architecture and exhibition and curatorial culture. 
With regard to the specific teaching and research activities that complement the transversal training 
provided within the Bembo Writing Workshop, the students’ curriculum is roughly structured as follows. 
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The Villard d'Honnecourt track positively evaluates and encourages the development of continuous and 
direct exchanges between the individual doctoral student and the members of the Scientific Committee. It 
focuses on theoretical reflection, interdisciplinary dialogue and, consequently, exchanges between 
doctoral students and experts outside the Iuav School. Consistent with this assumption, the work program 
offered to Villard d'Honnecourt doctoral students has a double line of development. The first is more related 
to ongoing mentoring and involvement in specific activities in each of the participating schools and in the 
context of direct doctoral-tutor relationships. The second is instead based on the organization of 3-4 
collegial seminars to be held along the various venues/institutions involved. Each year one or two of these 
seminars are organized directly by the doctoral students and include the presence of external guests and 
lecturers. 
 First year: three plenary seminars are planned. The first coincides with evaluating the first and 

second year doctoral students and welcoming new doctoral students. The second seminar focuses 
on the setting up of new research projects, while the third seminar, which takes place in early autumn, 
focuses on the presence of external examiners. 

 Second year: four collegial seminars are planned, at least one of which will be held in one of the 
foreign venues, with the same methods indicated for the first year. 

 Third year: the regular activities of the doctorate, i.e. the organisation of the four seminars, are 
accompanied by a collective work aimed at designing and producing a new issue of the Villard 
Journal, the architecture publication attached to the program. 

The Villard d'Honnecourt research area particularly encourages internationalization and the relationship 
with non-academic cultural institutions, such as museums, research centres, etc. During at least two of the 
three years of the course, it is recommended that doctoral students undertake periods of study abroad. 
This may include attending schools and institutions that are not affiliated with the VdH network. 
 

Available places Scholarships no. 21 
Places without scholarship no. 3 
Places reserved for scholars from 
foreign countries or scholars from 
international mobility programmes 

no. 3 

Requirements - Degree obtained according to the old regulations; specialised/master's degree; second level AFAM 
degrees; degree obtained at foreign universities deemed suitable by the selection board. Please refer to 
Article 2 of the call for applications. 
- Certification of knowledge of a foreign language at a minimum level of B2. Please refer to Article 6 of the 
call. 

Application Deadline Tuesday 7th May 2024, 1.00 p.m. 
 

Documentation to be 
uploaded via online 
procedure 
 

Compulsory documents  
a) Annex 2: duly completed and signed application form  
b) double-sided copy of a valid identity paper or identification document; 
c) certification/attestation of knowledge of a foreign language at a minimum level of B2, a foreign 

language at a minimum level of B2 or  
Annex 3: a substitute declaration (it is not compulsory for candidates with foreign scholarship or 
mobility programmes); 

d) CV in A4 format including a list of any scientific publications; 
e) Annex 4: text relating to a hypothetical research topic (not binding in the event of admission to 

the course); 
f) self-presentation video in mp4 format lasting no longer than 3 minutes where candidates describe 

their research interests and the reasons why they apply for the Architecture and Arts programme;  
g) (only for undergraduates who will obtain their degree at an Italian university by the deadline for 

enrolment in the course referred to in Article 8 of the call)  
self-certification of the examinations taken including date and grade obtained; 

h) (only for candidates with a degree obtained abroad)  
degree diploma in the original language and its translation into Italian or English by the candidate; 

i) (only for candidates with a degree obtained abroad or who will obtain it by the deadline for 
enrolment in the course referred to in Article 8 of the competition call)  



 

certificate of examinations taken in the original language and relative translation into Italian or 
English by the candidate; 

j) (only for candidates on places reserved for foreign scholarhip holders or scholarship holders in 
specific international mobility programme) 
Annex 5: a document attesting to the possession of a study grant awarded by specific international 
mobility programmes, public institutions or private entities in the country of origin or other foreign 
country. 
 

Optional, but highly recommended documents (FOR ALL CANDIDATES) 
a) dissertation with abstract of max. 1,000 characters (including spaces); 
b) portfolio (max.12 pages/folders); 
c) letter(s) of presentation drafted by university professors, scholars or renowned professionals 

(max 2); 
d) any scientific publications (max. 5); 
e) any documentation deemed useful for assessing the eligibility of the qualification obtained abroad 

(e.g. course programmes, diploma supplement, certificates from ENIC-NARIC centres). 
 

Admission Evaluation of qualifications, interview 
 

Evaluation Criteria 
 

Evaluation of qualifications: max. 40 points 
Evaluation indicators: 
- relevance of the candidates' qualifications to the profiles characterising doctoral research as described 
in this annex: max. 10 points; 
- relevance of the candidates' previous work and/or research experience to the profiles characterising 
doctoral research as described in this annex: max. 10 points; 
- relevance of the proposed research topic to the profiles characterising doctoral research as described in 
this annex: max. 20 points. 
Candidates with a score of 22/40 are admitted to the interview. 
 
Interview: max. 60 points 
Evaluation indicators: 
- demonstration of scientific preparation in the disciplines of the course, in particular in the topic indicated 
by the committee pursuant to Article 5(3) of the call: max. 30 points 
- promptness and dialectical and critical ability in answering questions: max. 30 points. 
Applicants with a final overall score of 60/100 are eligible for admission to the course. 

 


	Compulsory documents 

